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Abstract 
Language plays important roles in human society and national development. 
These roles are so crucial that social organizations and national development 
would have been completely impossible without them. The BBC English 
Dictionary latest Edition defines the term language as “A System of sounds and 
written symbols used by the people of a particular country, area, or tribe to 
communicate with each other, an ability to use words in order to 
communicate”. From the above definitions, one can conclude that a nation 
cannot dream of development without effective use of Language. The paper 
however highlights the relationship between language and national 
development. 

 
 
 National development is inseparable from language, just as air and water are to 
human existence. Development has become the watchword of the time. Despite the 
widespread use of the term, scholars have disagreements on its meaning. The 
implication is that development is defined differently by various people. In a way, one 
may say that development is like the proverbial elephant, whose body six blind men 
were called to feel and describe. At the  end the blind man who touched a leg said that 
the elephant was like a pillar. The one who felt the tail said the elephant was like a rope; 
the one who felt the trunk held that the elephant was like a tree branch; the one who 
touched the ear explained that the elephant was like a wall; and the one who touched the 
tusk described the elephant as a solid pipe (Wikipedia). 
 In the same manner, the difference in the definitions of development arises 
because people define development from the perspective of their own disciplines. It is 
these disciplines that colour most of the definitions given to development. 
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 Guzman (2011) defines development as “the accumulation of human capital and 
it’s effective investment in the progress of an economy” If one wants to analyze this 
definition, one must first of all ask and answer this question: “What is human capital?” 
Todaro (1989) defines human capital as “productive” investments embodied in human 
beings. These include skills, abilities, ideas, health e t c, that result from expenditure on 
education on-the-job training programme, and medical care. Thus, human capital refers 
to those attributes the possession of which makes a person a useful member of society. 
Anyone who possesses these attributes, such as a mechanic for instance or an honest 
accountant for another is more in demand than one who lacks them. 
 Handerson (1989) writes that the way of conceiving development is the 
consequence of strange thinking which forgets that “Economic conditions are made for 
man, not man for economic conditions”.  Therefore, it must be insisted that the goal of 
every development is the upliftment of human persons and the bettering of their 
conditions. Technological advancements, economic prosperity, e. t .c that are said to be 
indices of development are not just desired because they are monuments to be admired. 
They have worth simply because they make contributions in the advancement of the 
human person.  
 However, the writer having attempted to say something about the inseparability 
of the language and national development from his above definitions, this paper 
therefore, sets out to x-ray the relationship between language and national development 
under the following subheadings.  
• What is national development 
•  Language, thought and National development 
•  Language as the tool for communicating National development 
• Language as tool for Documenting National Development. 
 
What Is National Development 
 Scholars hold that national development is not an easy concept to define. Obasi 
(1987) gives reasons for the difficulty encountered in defining the concept. He holds that 
the term is ambiguous and is perceived differently by different people. To rise above the 
difficulties, the write attempts to separate the two words involved in the study. He 
analyzes these two words differently, and then brings them together again in order to 
give an acceptable definition. The two words are “national” and “development”. 
However, since an attempted discussion about development has been undertaken in the 
introduction of this paper, the writer can no longer treat it in detail. He proceeds to 
discuss national development. 
National: The word national is an adjective of another word, nation. To understand the 
meaning of national one must first know the meaning of nation. Nation is a tricky word 
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to define. It yields different meanings depending on the side from which it is 
approached. Majorly, the definition of nation is approached from three perspectives: the 
cultural perspective, the psychological perspective and the political perspective. 

Wellsman’s (2003) definition captures these three perspectives in the definition 
of a nation. According to wellman,”a nation is a cultured group of people who identify 
with one ano0ther and either have or seek some degree of political self-determination”. 
The culture aspect of a nation demands the common possession of certain cultural 
element like language, dressing, values, and history etc. The psychological aspect 
emphasizes the consciousness of these possessions and the collective identity which they 
foist on all possession. On the other hands, it is the political aspect that calls for self-
determination. 
 The scope of this work is to emphasize all of these aspects of a nation. However, 
while recognizing the role of the cultural and psychological aspect in the making of a 
nation, as understood in this paper and as is necessary for it, the term, nation, as used in 
the context of this discuss “The Relationship between Language and National 
Development” is analogous to a state/a country. Thus, the definition given to a country 
can also be applied to a nation in this regard, a nation is “a clearly defined territory 
which (i) is recognized internationally as a state, (ii) is presided over by a government 
able to make and enforce independent decisions concerning domestic policy and law and 
foreign policy and (iii) is permanently occupied by a specific population”(Anderson 
1996). From this understanding of nation, we can then infer what national is. As an 
adjective of nation, national means that which belongs to a nation, that is, that which a 
nation possesses, of a nation or nation’s. 
 Consequently, national development is the development which belongs to a 
nation. It is the “progressive transformation of the economic, social and political 
structures of a society from relatively less complex, less efficient and less desirable 
forms to  relatively more complex, more efficient and more desirable forms” (Obasi 
1987). 
 
Language, Thought and National Development:   
 Languages are said to represent state of affairs other than themselves. This 
traditional view of languages captures adequately the fact that language is the tool used 
to bring realities into existence. The human achievements are said to be products of 
intensive thinking and reflections. This at times fails to recognize the role language also 
plays in thinking. Indeed, language is so central to thinking or thought that no thought is 
possible where language is absent. One refers to the lower animals as insentient beings, 
that is, being that neither think nor feel. The ground for this assumption is the 
recognition that animals do no talk. 
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 This understanding has led many scholars to conclude that the limits of language 
are the limits of thought. The implication of this is that human thought is only able to 
think those things which have only been fashioned by language. So, one recognizes the 
term, “national development” as a product of human thought. However, following our 
understanding that no thought is possible without language, national development is at 
the same time the product of language. Thus, the formulation of the term, national 
development is made possible simply because, as human beings we have the capacity to 
use language. This point should stand as the first proof of the relationship between 
language and national development, where language is seen as giving birth to the term, 
national development. 
 Actually, the relationship goes further than just noted. For beyond it’s capacity 
to name objects, to call into existence non-existent terms, language also assigns 
meanings to the product of thought. Thus, the definition of the term national 
development, which has been given, can only be made possible simply because one has 
a language that makes it possible to assign meaning to invented words. To this end, the 
understanding of national development rests on language. Without whose intervention, 
the term, national development will be an empty sound signifying nothing. So, national 
development is only initiated with the use of language. 
 
Language as the Tool for Communicating National Development 
 National development is not a private property of an individual no matter his 
position in a country. Thus, not even a president or prime minister of a nation can claim 
ownership of his nation’s national development. An individual or group of them may be 
responsible for the formulation of what constitutes national development or its 
objectives for a country. But in so far as these have been appropriated by a nation such 
objectives ceases to be their personal property. It now belongs to the whole nation. 
 How then do one makes this national property available to the whole populace? 
This is where language plays a role. Thus, the communication of national development 
is made possible only with the instrumentality of language. One communicates to a 
citizen the objectives he/she wants to achieve in his/her national development. So, one 
uses language to advance to himself/herself the best possible reasons in support of these 
objectives, projecting in the best possible manner the advantages which he/she expects 
to draw from the national development objectives. In this paper, the writer therefore 
explores to his/her readers on how the outlined goals should be achieved. Again, when 
progress is made with reference to the national development objectives, it is also 
communicated to the citizens. All these are majorly done by the use of language. Also 
the process of criticizing and accessing of national development are done with the 
instrumentality of language. 
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Language as a Tool for Documenting National Development. 
 One can never overemphasize the importance of documentation. It is the tool 
with which one preserves the various human achievements. Preserving these 
achievements is quite important as it makes them available to future generations. 
Language stands out as the most important tool for this preservation. Think of the 
various books that one reads whose history stretched from many years ago, ones Bible 
or Quoran for instance. Also think of the many oral stories about past people from ones 
tribe which one has heard. As one thinks of these, remember the various use one has 
committed them into in the past. That powerful quote from the Bible or Quoran or any 
other that suited his/her foul mood and so on. 
 Johnson cited in Crystal (2002) points out the role of language in documenting 
development when he holds that “Languages are the pedigree of nations” Crystal 
emphasizes the word, pedigree, and holds that it refers to ancestry, lineage or descent. 
Thus, what each nation has achieved, the mistakes it made as well as external relations it 
held with other nations are preserved by means of language for posterity to know, use 
and learn from. Edward and sienkewiez (1990), in observing the importance of language 
in documenting national development, quotes Mamadou Kouyale, a Malian griot thus: 
“We are vessels of speech, we are the repositories which harbor secrets many centuries 
old---We are memory of mankind; by the spoken word we bring to life the deeds and 
exploits of kings for younger generations”. 
 The griots are human repository of history. The above passage reckons that they 
cannot perform their duties without the use of language. 
 
Conclusion 

Language is an important variable in national development. Indeed, it can be 
said that development will be completely impossible without the phenomenon of human 
language. Both the formulation of the term, national development, and the articulation of 
what constitutes it are only possible because there is language to express them. 

In this paper, the readers were exposed to the relationship between language and 
national development. Every reader of this work has learnt that the formulation of 
national development as a term was only possible because of the phenomenon of 
language. They have also learnt that language is the tool for communicating and 
documenting national development. 
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